First of all I want to say how grateful I am  to the Lithuanian Beagle Club for offering me this great opportunity to judge their show this year. I particularly love this breed and had the chance to judge them all over Europe: I find them a very, very interesting breed.  To make my idea of the breeds, I feel I must firstly go a step backwards.

At the end of  the ‘900 people started to organize themselves in Kennel clubs, to write standards, to organize shows, which were very similar to  those of other domestic animals like cattle, pigs or  horses.  Their aim  was to promote the pure bred dog, preserving and increasing the various working attitudes and capacities. Then, the newly forged term “functional beauty” expressed the idea of beauty directed to functional purposes. Still nowadays this term underlines the capacity of each breed to successfully perform the duties it was originally bred for:  a hound must be able to follow a scent, a sight hound must be able to run and so forth. 

I started my judging career  with  FCI group VI.  Mostly hunting breeds with short coats, which made it rather easy to judge their morphology: a badly built dog could not be an effective hunter. But after judging other breeds and other groups, something changed in my way of thinking: I could not see the old idea of “functional beauty” in an extra long coat such as the one of the Yorkshire Terrier, or in  the relevance given to   dark gums in the Rottweiler, to  light coloured eyes in almost all breeds and so on:  after all the top line of  the fastest of all animals, the cheetah, is nothing but level!   After many years the idea of “functional beauty” for me was over. I then started wondering about the way of judging, which was a big dilemma for me as I have always loved dog judging. If we talk about scent breeds, surely they could perform their job equally successfully with a light eye or an incorrect bite.........but if we breed without sticking to type,    aiming only to getting the best performances on the working ground, in few generations we will end up, maybe with great hunters, but we will certainly have lost the original type. 

I now believe that to breed in order to preserve the type, it is useful to introduce the new idea of the  “bio-model”, with which I mean that the aim of breeding must be an ideal specimen capable of expressing the characteristics of the breed standard to its the maximum degree. So, according to the standard, our aim must be the most balanced specimen, not only in his body built. My way of judging is  now clear: considering that we are talking of  hunting dogs, I try and prize the better built dog for his purposes, with the highest chances of passing his characters to his progeny: that is expression, temperament and gameness. This explanation to asses that I’ve been very happy about the quality of the just judged dogs in Druskininkai, I really appreciate that they are really respecting the breed standard, also giving the impression to be ready to run to do their work. The only suggest I want to give you is to keep care of the size, the most were too tall. I know that now really few of them hunts, but it’s so important that they would be built to do that.  All of that, taking care also a big care to the show handling. I think to have seen the best stock till now by you, and very proud to have been there. I have to thank also the organizers for their hard work and people who, except nobody, have been so warm, and really polite exibitors! For a judge is not only important to see nice dogs but also to feel the people aim out of the ring, and in all these things, your Club show has been WONDERFUL, really the best in my career !!! Hoping a bright future for you all, please accept my best congratulations and greetings.
Sir Massimiliano Mannucci
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